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DETAILED ACTION 

Terminal Disclaimer 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 0 is objected to because of the following informalities: "inputted means" 
should likely read "inputting means". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 , 3, 6, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sergeant et al (5,627,61 6). 

Regarding claim 1, Sergeant et al discloses a camera to be disposed in a remote 
place, said camera having an optical axis (column 4, lines 5-7); driving means for 
driving said camera to have said optical axis of said camera moved in each of horizontal 
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and vertical directions (column 2, lines 29-36); position detecting means for detecting a 
position of said optical axis of said camera in each of said horizontal and vertical 
directions (column 3, lines 4-8, 25-30); position information storing means for storing 
position information indicative of said position of said optical axis of said camera to have 
said position information linked to an image taken at said position by said camera 
(column 3, lines 4-8); and remote controlling apparatus to be electronically connected to 
said driving means through a communication network to control said driving means, 
said remote controlling apparatus including display means for displaying on a screen 
said image taken at said position by said camera to have said screen linked to said 
position information (column 6, lines 22-24, 29-34, 43-47; Figure 9). 

Regarding claim 3, Sergeant et al discloses an imaging system as set forth in 
claim 1 further comprising a position registering means for registering said position 
detected by said position detecting means with an optical condition of the camera 
(column 9, lines 63-67; column 10, lines 53-57) in which said driving means is adapted 
to drive said camera on the basis of said registered position and optical condition 
(column 10, lines 1-39). 

Regarding claim 6, Sergeant et al discloses an imaging system as set forth in 
claim 1 further comprising an image information storing means for storing image 
information indicative of said images taken by said camera at said positions to have 
said stored images linked to said respective positions (column 10, lines 53-67; column 
11, lines 1-20). 
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Regarding claim 9, Sergeant et al discloses an imaging system as set forth in 
claim 1 in which said remote controlling apparatus is adapted to obtain viewing angle 
information on a viewing angle of a lens unit of said camera to calculate a distance in 
each of said horizontal and vertical directions on the basis of said viewing angle 
information (column 11, lines 33-59). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or(g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

7. Claims 2, 4-5, and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sergeant et al (5,627,616) in view of Washino et al (5,625,410). 

Regarding claim 2, Sergeant et al discloses the limitations of claim 1 above. 
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Sergeant et al does not disclose that said screen has a divided image screen. 
Further, Sergeant et al does not disclose that said display means is adapted to display 
images sequentially taken at said respective positions by said camera on said divided 
image section in conjunction with said detected positions. 

Washino et al discloses that said screen has a divided image screen (Figures 1- 
6; column 5, lines 16-17). Further, Washino et al discloses that said display means is 
adapted to display images sequentially taken at said respective positions by said 
camera on said divided image section in conjunction with said detected positions 
(column 5, lines 30-33). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the display as disclosed in Washino et al with the 
imaging system as disclosed in Sergeant et al. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator to view a 
wider range of images at one time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Washino et al with Sergeant et 
al to obtain the invention disclosed in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 4, Sergeant et al discloses the limitations of claim 1 above. 

Sergeant et al does not disclose that said screen has an enlarged image section. 
Further, Sergeant et al does not disclose an image switching means for allowing said 
display means to display a moving image taken at said selected position by said camera 
to have said moving image displayed on said enlarged image section, said image 
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switching means, when one of said images displayed on said divided image section is 
selected, being adapted to allow said camera to be moved and occupy a position linked 
to said selected image. 

Washino et al discloses that said screen has an enlarged image section (Figures 
3, 5-6). 

Further, Washino et al discloses an image switching means for allowing said 
display means to display a moving image taken at said selected position by said camera 
to have said moving image displayed on said enlarged image section, said image 
switching means, when one of said images displayed on said divided image section is 
selected, being adapted to allow said camera to be moved and occupy a position linked 
to said selected image (column 5, lines 31-33). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the screen and switching means as disclosed by 
Washino et al with the imaging system as disclosed by Sergeant et al. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator to examine in 
greater detail an image of his/her choice. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Washino et al with Sergeant et 
al to obtain the invention disclosed in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 5, Sergeant et al discloses the limitations of claim 1 above. 
Sergeant et al does not disclose that the remote controlling apparatus is adapted 
to control said driving means at regular time intervals to have said camera sequentially 
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take images at said positions linked to said images displayed on said divided image 
section to allow said images displayed on said divided image section to be updates to 
said images taken by said camera. 

Washino et al discloses that the remote controlling apparatus is adapted to 
control said driving means at regular time intervals to have said camera sequentially 
take images at said positions linked to said images displayed on said divided image 
section to allow said images displayed on said divided image section to be updates to 
said images taken by said camera (column 5, line 20). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the remote controlling apparatus as disclosed by 
Washino et al with the imaging system as disclosed by Sergeant et al. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to keep the operator appraised of 
any changes in the area imaged from one time period to the next. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Washino et al with Sergeant et 
al to obtain the invention disclosed in claim 5. 

Regarding claim 7, Sergeant et al discloses the limitations of claim 1 above. 

Sergeant et al does not disclose that the remote controlling apparatus is adapted 
to control said driving means to have said camera take images at predetermined time 
intervals at said positions, which further comprises a difference detecting means for 
detecting differences to said images in each position, and in which said remote 
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controlling apparatus is adapted to produce a notification signal on said differences 
detected by said difference detecting means. 

Washino et al discloses that the remote controlling apparatus is adapted to 
control said driving means to have said camera take images at predetermined time 
intervals at said positions, which further comprises a difference detecting means for 
detecting differences to said images in each position, and in which said remote 
controlling apparatus is adapted to produce a notification signal on said differences 
detected by said difference detecting means (column 3, lines 21-26; column 8, lines 10- 
16). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the remote controlling apparatus disclosed by 
Washino et al with the imaging system disclosed by Sergeant et al. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator to be 
automatically notified of any change in the image of a particular area of interest, freeing 
the operator from having to make a constant surveillance of the images. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Washino et al with Sergeant et 
al to obtain the invention disclosed in claim 7. 

Regarding claim 8, Sergeant discloses the limitations of claim 1 above. 
Sergeant et al does not disclose that said displaying means of said remote 
controlling apparatus is adapted to enlarge said image linked to a position in which said 
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difference of said images is detected by said difference detecting means, and to display 
said enlarged image on said enlarged image section. 

Washino et al discloses that said displaying means of said remote controlling 
apparatus is adapted to enlarge said image linked to a position in which said difference 
of said images is detected by said difference detecting means, and to display said 
enlarged image on said enlarged image section (column 3, lines 21-26). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the displaying means as disclosed by Washino et al 
with the imaging system as disclosed by Sergeant et al. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator to see an area 
of interest in more detail, such area of interest comprising one in which a difference has 
been detected. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Washino et al with Sergeant et 
al to obtain the invention disclosed in claim 8. 

8. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sergeant et al (5,627,616) in view of Katz (5,216,502). 

Regarding claim 10, Sergeant et al discloses the limitations of claim 1 above. 

Sergeant et al does not disclose that said remote controlling apparatus further 
includes inputting means for inputting descriptive information on said images at said 
respective positions, and said display means is adapted to superimpose said descriptive 
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information inputted by said inputted means on said respective images to be displayed 
on said divided image section or said enlarged image section. 

Katz discloses that said remote controlling apparatus further includes inputting 
means for inputting descriptive information on said images at said respective positions, 
and said display means is adapted to superimpose said descriptive information inputted 
by said inputted means on said respective images to be displayed on said divided 
image section or said enlarged image section (column 3, lines 32-38). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the remote controlling apparatus as disclosed by Katz 
with the imaging system as disclosed by Sergeant et al. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide the current and future 
operators with additional information about the image being viewed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Katz with Sergeant et al to 
obtain the invention disclosed in claim 10. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Swanson et al (5,689,442) "Event surveillance system" 
Joao (US 6,587,046 B2) "Monitoring apparatus and method" 
Rhodes et al (US 5,923,364) "Video security system" 
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Monroe (US 2003/0025599 A1 ) "Method and apparatus for collecting, sending, 
archiving, and retrieving motion video and still images and notification of 
detected events" 

Coutta (US 4,337,482 A) "Surveillance system" 

Clever (US 4,145,715 A) "Surveillance system" 

1 0. Any response to this office action should be faxed to (571 ) 273-8300 or mailed 
to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand - delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael A. Strieb whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3528. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on (571) 272-7490. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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